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Time & Eternity Diamond Necklaces g 
available in white, rose or yellow gold p 


and sterling silver 


starting at $119 
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Atia81 Diamond Earrings 


; Halo Fashion Earrings 
starting at $159 


only $135 


The only gift that will last forever. 
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DIAMONDS 
Minnesota s Favorite Jewelry Store 


BURNSVILLE | MAPLEWOOD | BLOOMINGTON | ST. LOUIS PARK 
EDEN PRAIRIE | MAPLE GROVE | WOODBURY | ST. CLOUD 


www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 


NEW 


MITSUBISHI 
MODELS 


New Mirage G4 New Outlander Sport 
Sedan as low as Crossover as low as 


Offers end 12/31/16. *2017 Mirage G4 buy from $9,999. Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu of 096 financing. м coim 
**2016 Outlander Sport buy from $15,999. Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu of 096 financing. : eee 


WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 


LIFETIME 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


Every’ new vehicle purchase includes the 
White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Powertrain Warranty! 


*Lifetime Powertrain Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. Limitations apply. 
See dealer or visit whitebearautos.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions, and owner's responsibilities. 


WHITE BEAR / *) Ë 
MITSUBISHI j £X 


3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694, White Bear Lake, MN 


a 2% 
ET c 
>. ч MOTORS 


651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 
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The end ofthe year isa time for celebrating the good. Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 
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CURE 


isn't just a four letter 
word anymore. 


Researchers at the U of M are focusing on studies to help discover 
new ways to eliminate HIV from the body. Results from these 
studies may guide science down new paths to hopefully cure HIV 
one day — but the only way to get there is by your participation. 


You are compensated fairly for your time. 


All gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and adults over 18 
are welcome. 


Multiple studies are enrolling right now. 
Call 612-626-8680 or email ZA 
tpresley@umn.edu to see which UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
one is right for you. Driven to Discover" 


/ À 
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Lawyerssthat- 4 3 N 


| fight for you! 


а. 


AUTO & WORK INJURIES - FAMILY LAW - IMMIGRATION 


BA Law 


RobichaudLaw.com 
612.333.3343 


CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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grandavenvedental.com 
651.291.9667 


FOXY FINERY 
FOR YOUR 
HOME. 


Interior design services 
and retail boutique 


803 Bielenberg Drive 
Suite 101 
Woodbury, MN 55125 


651-219-4597 


www.merrimentadornments.com 


You can do both. MNsure is the only place to find 
out if you qualify for financial help to pay insurance 
premiums - which most people do. See what you 
qualify for at mnsure.org, or call 1-855-3MNSURE. 


M"MNSUre 


Where vou choose health coveraae 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Recognizing the Good 


2016. I don't think I have ever read as much as I did this year. Articles, 
thoughts, worries, warnings, history, self-help, obituaries, tributes, and as 
much whimsy as I could throw in for balance. I've even kept a nice instruc- 
tional article from the Star Tribune detailing how to make a 2016 dumpster 
fire ornament, which I will likely add to my tree this year. Art as therapy. ГИ 
take it. But what I find to be more important than soaking in words until my 
fingers get pruney is people — relating in real life, being with them in body, 
hearing their thoughts, showing up as a form of solidarity. A friend threw a 
potluck a few weekends ago, just to get people together to remind us that we 
have each other and that is such a good thing. We are a good thing. 

There is such goodness in people. I tell you, if you ever want an up- 
per, run a contest asking people to submit others for recognition with 
the stipulation that they have to give reasons why a person deserves an 
award. Honestly, I say this is my favorite issue of the year because I love 
giving people recognition; but, perhaps more than that, it's because I get 
to learn why others think someone should be recognized. This year, the 
Lavender Community Awards recognize eight people and organizations. 
We talk about who they are and what they do and where they involve 
themselves and for whom. That's what so much of this is about: who 
these people help and why. And what others see in the work they do. 

From the submissions, I read about many other awards that some of 
these people have received as well as all of the different roles they play for 
different organizations. I learned about particular circumstances when they 
stepped in to help and stand up for others. Words like “tireless” came up 
multiple times as did “help,” “advocate,” “defense,” and “fight.” Some of the 


winners might be fairly new to the scene or have started newer programs 
or groups to address the continuing needs of this community, others have 
been fighting the fight for years and years. There are artists and organiz- 
ers and leaders and lawyers and volunteers and friendly faces. What it all 
underscores is that there is so much that has been done in and for this com- 
munity, and there is still so much more left to do. And what I wish for so 
many of the leaders and volunteers in this community is some sort of fuel of 
goodwill for their tirelessness. Because helping, advocating, defending, and 
fighting is hard work, as is pulling people together to form new alliances and 
support groups and work groups and audiences for the art that helps best 
express the challenges and triumphs of our days. I give a heartfelt thank you 
to both the recipients of the 2016 Lavender Community Awards as well as 
the people who nominated them. Good begets good. 

Also of tremendous worth is the Arts Best of 2016 feature by John 
Townsend. John, through his Arts Spotlight and countless online re- 
views throughout the year, provides great fodder for understanding his 
choices and awards for the stars of our performing arts community in 
2016. It is through the arts that we expand how we think and feel about 
our world, and I am ever so grateful to the people who give us these 
gifts...show after show, script after script, note after note, step after step. 

I will take from 2016 the beauty of people, the hearts of the tireless, 
and the comfort we can find in each other. Have very happy holidays and 
ГЇЇ see you in 2017. 

With you and with love and thanks, 

Andy 


"Holiday 
Trunk Show 
Fri-Sat Dec 17th - 18th 


For special offers, please visit jbhudson.com/holiday 


jo hudson 


J'OESWAESESXEURSS 


901 NICOLLET - DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS 
EST 1885 
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Ask your doctor if a medicine made hy Gilead is right for you. 


onepillchoices.com 


© 2015 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC1852 03/15 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | ВУЕ.В. BOATNER 


Only Things Certain 
Are Death and Taxes 


Today, with a good lawyer, taxes have become moot, leaving, "the 
only thing certain is death," a topic movingly discussed in Atul Gawa- 
nde's highly readable book, Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters 
in the End. Not exactly a holiday topic, perhaps, but one needed to be 
considered by family members of all ages. 

Dr. Gawande knows whereof he writes. A surgeon at Boston's 
Brigham and Women's Hospital and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
and the son of two doctors, it was not until well into his own career that 
he realized how medicine has failed its clientele, and how, now, it can 
make reparations. 

The purpose of his medical schooling concentrated on “how to save 
lives, not how to tend to their demise." Here, through poignant exam- 
ples (including the decline of his own, vigorous father), Gawande began 
to think about his patients and the inevitable end-game slide and how to 
be as supportive as possible during their inevitable end-game descent. 
Aiming for patients to be in control of their time, he wants to guide them, 
“insofar as possible, to keep shaping the story of their life in the world." 


To discover а given story, says Gawande, tackle the “hard conversa- 
tions." Don't tell, don't ask, take time to discuss and discover: 

What are your biggest fears and concerns? 

What goals are most important to you? 

What trade-offs are you willing to make to gain them? 

What trade-offs are you not willing to make? 

Gawande reported that goals can be as simple as *watching football 
on television and eating chocolate ice cream," but this knowledge can 
guide the choice of treatment offering the best outcome for that goal. 
These conversations will assist the living as well, when one faces an an- 
guishing choice and realizes the answer has already been made. 

Death will come to all, and Gawande urges seeking not a good death, 
but a good life to the end. “Hope is not a plan," he reminds the reader, 
and urges us all to consider, ^what do you want now?" To this end, he 
has created a method to help loved ones, and, for the not-faint-at-heart, 
to begin to question ourselves about what will be the most autonomous 
way to bow out when it is finally time to go. B 


One Card. 
So Many Gifts. 


MARKET 


WFM.COM/GIFTCARDS 
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Sharing tidings of comfort 
and joy with the LGBTQ 
Community since 1985. 


Wednesday, December 14 
Advent Vespers & Holden Evening Prayer ® 7:00 pm 


Sunday, December 18 
Advent Worship Services ® 8:30 & 11:00 am 


Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Services e 3:307 5:30 & 11:00 pm 
*especially child-friendly 


Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day Service ® 10:00 am 


Edina Community Lutheran Church 
4113 W. 54th St., Edina, MN 55424 
(2 blocks west of France Ave.) 
952.926.3808 * eclc.org 
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SaintMarks 


EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL 


Sunday, 12.18 @ 5pm 


Friday, 12.23 e 7:30pm 
A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 


Christmas Eve 
Carols, 3:30pm 
Pageant & Holy Eucharist, 4pm 
Carols w/Brass, 10:30pm 
Sung Eucharist, 11pm 


Christmas Day 
Holy Eucharist, 10am 


Worship: Sun 8am, 10:30am, 5 pm 
M-F 12:15pm 
Cathedral Bookshop: Sun 8:30am-12:30pm 
T-F 10am-2pm 


www.ourcathedral.org 
519 Oak Grove Street on Loring Park 


Christmas Eve 


Candlelight 
Services 
4:45 pm 
7:45 PM 

(ASL interpreted) 
10:45 pm 


Preludes begin a 
half-hour before 
each service. 


Senior Minister 
Carla J. Bailey 


Organist Philip 
Brunelle 


у Plymouth 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
1900 Nicollet Ауе., Minneapolis 
612/871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


Sunday Worship 10:30am Weekly 
Blue Christmas Service December 17, 2:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Services: 


Carol Sing 3:45 pm; Family Friendly Service, 4:00 p.m. 
"Lessons & Carols" Traditional Service, 10:00 p.m. 


Christmas Day Service: 
10:30 am - Carol Sing 


First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
(Worshipping at the SpringHouse Ministry Center) 
610 W. 28th Street « Minneapolis 


612-870-1868 
www.fccmpls.org 


A Welcoming Community of Faith in the Heart of the Twin Cities: 
Come to a place where you can explore, be curious, and ask questions. 


2 °> г ° э 
© r а 
Wains Eye Clinic 
= J 
For Health. For Vision. For Life. 
A 100% GLBT-owned eye clinic with a doctor you can 
trust for ALL your eye care needs: 
* Unique, trendy glasses 
* Eye emergencies 
° Eye diseases such as glaucoma and macular degeneration ` 
* Annual eye examinations 
* Contact lens fittings 
* Experts in eye health and nutrition 


Dr. David Bane 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 
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SD сс SPECIA 


ñ SN FURNACE OFFER 


EXCELLENCE IN SURFACING 


-— — 


standard tear out 
when you purchase 
CAMBRIA kitchen 
countertops. 

Up to $400 Value! 


(on approved credit) 
Plus up to $200 in tax credits 
Installation must be completed by 12/31/16. 
Some restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/31/16. 


FURNACE TUNE-UP SPECIAL 


I 24-point Performance Furnace Tune-up 


Expires 12/31/16. Not valid with any other offer. 
| Offer does not apply to Smart Club™ membership. I 


Call 612-503-8090 or visit 
standardheating.com today! 


CAMBRIA 
ANC LIVE ELEGANT 


SELECTSUREAGES: СОМ 
2800 FAIRVIEW AVE. М. | ROSEVILLE, MN 55113 | 651-483-1576 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


HOTELS 


® 


WELCOMES 
27 YEARS TUA š 7 | | YOU 
Call me when you | AC HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS DOWNTOWN 


PROVIDES A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVETO 


need legal help. = | YOUR URBAN TRAVEL EXPERIENCE WITH: 


| * Modern guest rooms that are stylish warm, 
Practice areas: Real Estate, Contracts, * K aein | 
Litigation, Estate Planning, STYLISH HOTEL ` pou Е Siea 


Gintonic and tapas styled snacks, small plates, 


Collections and more.... FOR THE URBAN TRA ИЕ and desserts 


* AC Kitchen, serving a fresh European-influenced 
breakfast 


` 401 HENNEPIN AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
(612) 338-0700 
WWW.MARRIOTT.COM/MSPAR 
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52016; 


PERFORMING ARTS 


BEST PRODUCTIONS 
1. Camelot, Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres 
2. The Normal Heart, New Epic 
Theater 
3. Disgraced, Guthrie Theater 
4. June, Savage Umbrella 
5. South Pacific, Guthrie Theater 
6. Buried Child, Red Bird Theatre 
7. Trouble in Mind, Guthrie Theater 
8. Le Switch, Jungle Theater 
9. Sons of the Prophet, Park Square 
Theatre 
10. (3-way Tie) 
Antigone, Theatre Coup d'Etat 
Charm, Mixed Blood Theatre 
The Oldest Boy, Jungle Theatre 


Disgraced. Photo by Dan Norman 


ETARA 


EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVEMENT 
IN THEATER 
The Dutchman and Jitney, Penum- 
bra Theatre 


BEST SHOW FROM OUT 
OF TOWN 
Sex Tips for Straight Women from a 
Gay Man, Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 


THEATER ARTIST OF 
THE YEAR 
Sasha Andreev, Actor: Sons of the 
Prophet, Park Square Theatre; 
Buyer and Cellar, Hennepin 
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Announcement includes a photo and up 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 
online edition for 2 weeks. 
4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC #BC378021 


wwrw.houseliftinc.com 
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Lavender Media. | 


environment! 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


AAA OR 
РОТ |< Love knows 
рии по border 
| ° 
| 
| е е е ° e 
| — | Immigration is still complicated. Ме 
| have years of experience working ss. 
; with same-sex bi-national couples пава кед 
to help obtain immigration status Managing Attorney 
Work as an | 
Advertising | and keep you together. 
Account | 
executive Tor Angela Bortel was selected as a 


2013 & 2014 "Rising Star" among 
| в“. Immigration Lawyers Бу 
| Fun working Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 • info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com ° 612.388.3366 
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The Dutchman. Photo by Allen Weeks 


s 


Sons of the Prophet. Photo by Petronella J Ytsma 
Theatre Trust; Ragtime, Theater | š 
Latté Da 


BEST DIRECTOR (TIE) 
Lou Bellamy, The Dutch- 
man and Jitney, Penumbra 
Theatre 
Michael Brindisi, Camelot, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 


BEST DRAMATIC 
ACTRESS 
Margo Moorer, Trouble in Mind, 
Guthrie Theater 


BEST COMEDIC 
ACTRESS 
Caroline Kaiser, The How and the 
Why, Theatre Unbound/Hennepin 
'Theatre Trust 


BEST MUSICAL 
ACTRESS 
Annie Enneking, Lullaby, Theater 
Latté Da 


BEST DRAMATIC ACTOR 
Bhavesh Patel, Disgraced, Guthrie 
Theater 


BEST COMEDIC ACTOR 
Joseph Papke, Volpone, Classical 
Actors Ensemble 


BEST MUSICAL ACTOR 
(TIE) 
Matt Tatone, Leap of Faith, Minne- 
apolis Musical Theatre/Hennepin 
Theatre Trust 


Lullaby. Photo by George Byron Griffiths 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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For more information: 
intercontinental.com/stpaul 


tercontinentalstp.com | МТЕ RCO NTI N E NTAL 


)5 0163 SAINT PAUL RIVERFRONT 


Visit BigGayNews.com for your weekday 
newscast featuring Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


Each newscast is accessible ма computer download, smartphone, or iPod. 


With more than 80, 000 followers on Twitter, 
BigGayNews.com is your number one GLBT news source. 


— 71161600111. 


w 


| MassageRetreat.com 
EDEN PRAIRIE | EDINA | MAPLE GROVE 
PLYMOUTH | SAVAGE | SHOREVIEW | WOODBURY 


*|ntroductory session, non-peak offer. Offer ends Dec. 31, 2016. Restrictions may apply. 


esa Payment or debt 


Estate Planning and Probate 


THE STATUS OF LGBT RIGHTS IS UNCERTAIN RIGHT NOW. 
I have years of experience working to build and protect same-sex families. I understand your 
needs as I have participated in the legal system both as an advocate for families and as a 
parent who adopted my kids and as someone who handled the probate process for my family 
after the death of my father. 


Assisting you to protect your family's future financial needs 
with a custom-drafted will or trust. 


] 
Ве sure your loved one can make your medical decisions. 


Providing guidance after the death of a loved one. 


Marriage may not be enough. Make sure you protect your 
relationship with your children. 


Gain security in knowing your rights and being prepared. CHRIS ТУМСНОСК, ATTORNEY 


Passionately Protecting Your Family Against an Uncertain Future 
3 Metro Locations: Minneapolis * Bloomington * St. Louis Park 


WWW.UNIQUEESTATELAW.COM 
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2016 YEAR IN REVIEW — PERFORMING ARTS 


Keith Rice, Camelot, Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatres 


i 


Camelot. Photo by Heidi 
Bohnenkamp, 2016 


* BEST SUPPORTING 
DRAMATIC ACTRESS 

Kaylyn Forkey, The Glass 

Menagerie, Theatre Coup d'Etat 


* BEST SUPPORTING 
COMEDIC ACTRESS 

Suzanne Warmanen, Sense 

and Sensibility, Guthrie Theater 


* BEST SUPPORTING 
MUSICAL ACTRESS 

Christine Toy Johnson, 

South Pacific, Guthrie Theater 


* BEST SUPPORTING 
DRAMATIC ACTOR 

Adam Qualls, The Normal Heart 

and Coriolanus, New Epic Theater 


I'll Eat You Last: A Chat with Sue Mengers. Photo by Ryan Coit 


The Two Gentlemen of Verona. Photo by Jenny Graham 
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* BEST SUPPORTING 
COMEDIC ACTOR 

Michael Lee, The Merchant of 

Venice, Classical Actors Ensemble 


* BEST SUPPORTING 
MUSICAL ACTOR 

Brandon A. Jackson, Leap of Faith, 

Minneapolis Musical Theatre 


* BEST SOLO 
PERFORMANCE 

Julie Dafydd, ГИ Eat You Last: А 

Chat with Sue Mengers, Candid 

Theatre at LUSH 


* SUPERIOR ACHIEVE- 
MENT IN CROSSGEN- 
DER PERFORMANCE 

Christiana Clark, The Two Gentle- 

men of Verona, Jungle Theater 


* SUPERIOR ACHIEVE- 
MENT IN OPERATIC 
PERFORMANCE 

Brian Mulligan, The Shining, 

Minnesota Opera 


* MOST ELECTRIFYING 
STAGE CHEMISTRY (TIE) 
Nathan Barlow and Kate Guentzel, 
The Dutchman, Penumbra Theatre 
Torsten Johnson and Michael Wi- 
eser, Coriolanus, New Epic Theater 


* BEST CHOREOGRAPHY 
Michael Matthew Ferrell, 
The Drowsy Chaperone, Artistry 


* BEST MUSIC DIRECTION 
Tim Weil, South Pacific, 
Guthrie Theater 


* BEST LIGHTING 
Mary Shabatura, Ragtime, 
Theater Latté Da 


* BEST SET DESIGN 
Vicki Smith, Jitney, 
Penumbra Theatre 


* BEST COSTUME DESIGN 
Kathy Kohl, The Good Person 
of Setzuan, Frank Theatre 


* BEST SOUND DESIGN 
Sarah Dewhirst and Steve Mode- 
na, Antigone, Theatre Coup d'Etat 


* SUPERIOR ACHIEVE- 
MENT IN STAGE MOVE- 
MENT DIRECTION (TIE) 

James Kunz, Coriolanus, 

New Epic Theater 
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Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map’. 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 


LAVENDER 


Volunteer! 


Hennepin County 2017 Citizen Advisory Boards 


— Adult Mental Health Local Advisory Council (LAC) — Lower Minnesota River Watershed 


- Community Action Partnership of Suburban District Board 

Hennepin Board (Elected officials only) — Nine Mile Creek Watershed District Board 
- County Extension Committee - Three Rivers Park District Board 

(University of Minnesota Extension) of Commissioners 
- Human Resources Board - Workforce Innovation & 
- Library Board Opportunity Act Board 
Application deadline: Friday, December 30, 2016 =] 
For more information and to apply online: www.hennepin.us/advisoryboards 


2.9.9.91 


THE HOTTEST TICKET IN TOWN’ 


SUNDAY MIRROR 


THE 


BBOPYGUARD 


THE MUSICAL 
STARRING 


DEBORAH COX 


JANUARY 10 — 15 - ORPHEUM THEATRE 


IN PERSON: STATE THEATRE BOX OFFICE (NO SERVICE FEE) BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 
ONLINE: HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG cnoUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.373.5665 


Bankof America 477 8 
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2016 YEAR IN REVIEW — PERFORMING ARTS 


Kelli Foster Ward, Ragtime, 
Theater Latté Da 


* SUPERIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
PERFORMANCE ART 

Sing Me, Naked: A Tribute to 

Disobedient Femmes, Open Eye 

Figure Theatre 


* EXTRAORDINARY NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS IN 
MUSICAL THEATER 

The Shining, Minnesota Opera 

The Passage, or What Comes of 

Searching in the Dark, 7th House 

'Theater 


* OTHER SUPERLATIVE 
PERFORMANCES 

— Austene Van, The Owl Answers, 

Penumbra Theatre 

— Barbara Berlovitz, Brian 


Goranson, and Terry Hempleman, 


Buried Child, Red Bird Theatre 
— Regina Marie Williams, Nina 
Simone: Four Women, Park 
Square Theatre 

— Michelle Barber, Gypsy, Theater 
Latté Da/Hennepin Theatre Trust 


Buried. Photo by Dan Norman 


The Oldest Boy. 
. Photo by Dan Norman 


Jitney. Photo by Allen Weeks 


Sing Me Naked. Photo „мы Реїе Веатап 


A anum. = 


South Pacific. Photo Бут. (M. 
| Charles Erickson = 


— Christina Baldwin and Ma- 
sanari Kawahara, The Oldest Boy, 
Jungle Theater 

— Neal Beckman, Julius Caesar, 
Classical Actors Ensemble 

— Emily Grodzick, The Good 
Person of Setzuan, Frank Theatre 
— Jolly Abraham and John Ca- 
tron, Sense and Sensibility, Guthrie 
Theater 

— James Craven and Abdul Sa- 
laam El Razaac, Jitney, Penumbra 
Theatre 

— Erin Mackey and Edward 
Staudenmayer, South Pacific, 
Guthrie Theater 

— Steve Hendrickson, Finding 
Fish, Illusion Theater, South Pa- 
cific and Harvey, Guthrie Theater 
— Joel de la Fuente, Hold These 
Truths, Guthrie Theater 

— Bradley Greenwald, Jill Iver- 
son, and Philip C. Matthews, The 
Baker's Wife, Artistry 

— Ansa Akyea and Darius Dotch, 
Bars and Measures, Jungle 
Theater 

— Helen Anker and David Antho- 
ny Brinkley, Camelot, Chanhassen 
Dinner Theatres № 
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TOGETHER. 


Prime location, exceptional space and 
on-site catering, so you can focus 
on what matters most, celebrating! 


BARKERS) 


ISLAND INN 


Reserve 715-392-7152 | Events 715-395-7810 
300 Marina Drive | Superior, WI 
barkersislandinn.com 


Ж Twin Cities 
. Сау Men's Chorus 
Жу х 


GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


It's the most wonderful time of the year to 
revel in twinkling lights, festive decorations 
and bring out the holiday cheer. TCGMC 
performs your favorite holiday tunes against 


BAW a N | = r ^ — E i a backdrop of your favorite TV variety 
FASHION: Al \ E y show holiday specials — featuring surprise 
inbering af < cameos, special guests, and more! 


-—— 2 opens | DECEMBER 9-11, 2016 
qus weekend *- TED MANN CONCERT HALL 


а proudly sponosred by 
те U of M Tickets & Events: 


612-339-7664 612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu 
tcgmc.org Adults: $25-$53 • 12 & Under: 50% off 


0 ADD tC the = 
pp store — 
= 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Photo by Joan Marcus 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


DIWOFSs Alison 
Bechael's Broadway 
Smash Hits Minneapolis! 


If you were aware of queer issues between 1983 to 2008, you proba- 
bly enjoyed Alison Bechdel's breakthrough comic strip, Dykes to Watch 
Out For (DTWOF). Little did you know, however, that the great lesbian 
cartoonist would generate one of the great New York musicals of the 
2010s. Her bestselling 2006 graphic memoir, Fun Home, was named 
number one book of the year by Time magazine and went on to begin 
development for the stage at New York's Public Theater Lab in 2012. In 


2015 it went on to win five Tony Awards including Best Musical. 
Bechdel shares, *Fun Home was a story that simmered in my head 
for 20 years. It is about growing up with my closeted gay father (Bruce 
Bechdel) who killed himself when I was in college, a few months after 
Itold my parents that I was a lesbian. It's a very complicated, very per- 
sonal, very particular story; and a story that I wasn't sure I would ever 
be able to tell because of the family secrets it revealed. But over the 


22 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 8-21, 2016 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 


pen " d fanis 5510 git iron 


- Buy 5100 in Electric Fetus gift cards - 


pe get a bonus $20. p ca zi 


dL. filci 


Saturday, J P ween 


ST 


- IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 ONLINE: HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


r—— PRESENTED BY————] 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 
ОЯРНЕОМ * STATE * PANTAGES * NEW CENTURY 


CRAVE 


AMERICAN KITCHEN & SUSHI BAR 


For every $100 worth of CRAVE gift cards you purchase from 
November 21st, 2016 - January 1st, 2017 receive a $25 bonus 
card. Bonus cards redeemable after January 2nd, 2017. 
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years, as I got closer to being middle-aged, I felt an increasingly insis- 
tent need to tell it, a sense that it was, in fact, obligatory to tell it. Partly 
to honor the full complexity of who my father was, instead of letting an 
incomplete official record stand." 

She adds, “but also I felt like I had to tell this story because it was 
such a vivid, demonstrative example of the impact of homophobia in 
real life, on an actual family." 

The book and lyrics for the musical were written by Lisa Kron and 
Jeanine Tesori composed the music. Both won Tonys for the produc- 
tion, making them the first female duo to ever be awarded the Best 
Score Tony Award. Bechdel says, "They seemed to be able to see the 
emotions of the story more clearly than I could, it was like they found 
the acupuncture points of the story and inserted needles in the exact 


right spots." 

Fun Home is an expansion of queer consciousness in New York the- 
ater that took a leap a bit over two decades ago with Angels in America. 
Since then, numerous queer-themed shows have blossomed such as 
Rent, Take Me Out, I Am My Own Wife, and Kinky Boots, just to name 
a few. Fun Home is a new breakthrough among that line of New York 
theatrical gems. Its national tour in the Twin Cities has been eagerly 
awaited. 


FUN HOME 

Dec. 13-18 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 
800-982-2787 

www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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VOICES 


AT LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


10 
Things 


А 2 О 1 6 Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


LERNER & LOEWE'S 
Reflecting on a year of love, pain, and ad- 


venture, here are some of my fresher dispo- 
sitions on life. Take them as a grain of salt. 
I'm still growing. 

10. Apologies only count if they're real. a 

You can only apologize for something if ‹ E: AAN 
its truly an accident or a regret. This year . 
brought much attention to the authentic- 
ity of an “Tm sorry." Much like the words 
“love” or “hate,” a real apology should be 
just that: real. I find myself asking apologet- 
ic friends, “Are you really sorry, or is your 
apology a distraction from a decision made 
in the first degree?" 

9. Sleep is important. 

It's elementary, but it's real. Like many of 
you, I heard from my teachers, my mom, the 
internet, and now I can say it out loud: getting 
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sleep is а must. As a natural night owl, sleep 2 

has never been a priority, until now. Earlier The Holidays at Chanhassen 

this year, my health suffered greatly as a re- ; | 

sult of too much work and not enough sleep. Christmas Tog ether with 

As someone who lives for the hustle, it took a Steven C & Friends 

big nudge from the physical being to put my December 14 

mind in check. ee, APTHULERG | 
8. Think about whatyou wantto leave behind. Mick Sterling s At Christmas 
This year, I traveled to San Diego to December 15 & 16 


pack up my deceased uncle's apartment 


and help my mother deal with his affairs. Home for the Holid ays — 
It was a bittersweet experience, but above A Kat Perkins Christmas 
all it was impactful to go through the sum December 17 & 18 


of a man's material possession. The whole _ АТигее Tenors Christmas - 


experience left me wanting to be more con- 


scious of what I leave behind both in legacy December 20 & 21 
коо PEN Celtic Holiday Hooley 
. Snapchat is Satan. 

Literally. You can make your face look ~~ песе mel — 
like that of Satan's. But figuratively as 2 Girls & A Boyd Got New 
well; Snapchat perpetuates the narcissistic Shoes For Christmas 
culture we live in; it encourages us to pro- December 26 & 27 
mote ourselves doing meaningless shit to Me РА м 
an audience. Not only did you waste your An Andy & Bing Christmas 
time recording "the perfect video," but you December 28-31 


also wasted 10 seconds of every extremely 


bored person in your contacts. 952.934.1525 C senDT.com 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 29 
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COMMUNITY AWARDS 


Produced by Andy Lien 
Written by Shane Lueck 


The recipients of the Lavender Community Awards were nominated and voted for online in the month of No- 
vember. Winners demonstrate clear dedication and leadership by being either out or an ally and working for the 
advancement of the community that is comprised of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and allied people. 
Without further ado, we are proud to present the recipients of the 2016 Lavender Community Awards. 


Organizational Involvement 


“So much of queer history is unknown or rejection when attempting to utilize supports 
because our narratives have been silenced and services,” he says. “Much more needs to be 
in mainstream culture because they rewrite done to ensure youth have access to affirming, 
stories and place themselves at the center,” inclusive spaces. I want LGBTQ youth to feel 
says Ryan Berg, author of No House to Call My safe telling their own stories; to be the custodi- 
Home, which chronicles his time working with ans of their own narratives." Berg's youth work 
LGBTQ youth in foster care and experiencing is about taking actionable steps to evoke change 
homelessness. As program manager of the Con- in the community while his writing illustrates 
neQT Host Home Program through Avenues how the power of stories can become transfor- 
for Homeless Youth, Berg works in partnership mational, building empathy and understanding 
with other organizations to provide preventative for those who have historically been marginal- 
services and interventions for LGBTQ-identified ^ ized. Berg is currently working on a new book 
youth experiencing housing instability. "Many regarding the ties between bullying, trauma, 
LGBTQ youth report discrimination, violence, mental health, and suicide in LGBTQ youth. 


" V 
N Photo by Marc Charbonneau 
№, 


ooo, 
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ANDREW BERTKE 
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Organizational Involvement 


Е 


Perhaps better known as The Big Gay 
Mexican, Hector Chavarria is a wearer of many 
hats. With a day time job working in the box 
office at the Guthrie Theater, he also works as 
an actor, singer, playwright, and performance 
artist. “I created Big Gay Mexican about three 
years ago," he shares. "I created this persona 
because I wanted to find an artistic way to 
battle with stereotypes in the arts and social 
media. Fat-shaming and racism within our com- 
munity are a huge problem that I encounter on 
a daily basis, along with homophobia outside 
the community and within my family." Chavar- 


ria writes about his experiences as a big, gay, 
Mexican American man to shed light on social 
issues that are not discussed, providing a voice 
and a presence that historically has not been 
presented positively in the world. With so much 
hatred encouraged in today's social media, Cha- 
varria's goal is to inspire and promote self-love. 
He adds, “I want to send a message to anyone 
who has been told they were different or was 
told they needed to change that we must all 
have courage and be kind to make this world a 
better place. In order to love ourselves we must 
be free to be ourselves." 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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6. Everything in moderation, including 
moderation. 

Im all for healthy lifestyles, but every 
once and a while, I need to let loose. It does 
something for my soul to just completely let 
go for one night. In fact, I've actually started 
to schedule these party nights on my calen- 
dar, once a month. Mandatory fun. Yikes. 
Am I really that boring? See, this is why I 
need to party more. 

5. You need to do what you love. 

When my peers started becoming em- 
ployed, I was envious of those with the big, 
corporate jobs (well, really just the money). 
But now, five years later, those same people 
have told me that they wish they were in my 
spot because I've been doing what I want to 
do. If you continue working a job you don't 
love just for the money, then you're only 
prolonging your existence so you can con- 
tinue to do things you don't want to do. 

4. The world is going to end. 

Ican feel it; the end times are upon us. 
Too many impossible things happened 
in 2016 for the apocalypse to not be right 
around the corner. There is still some time 
left, though, so do not fret. No but seri- 
ously, you're all going to die. 

3. Get the Alaska roll at Raku Sushi. 

Salmon, avocado, cucumber, and to- 
biko. So simple, so healthy, so tasty. I had 
one of the best dates I've ever had there 
and I ordered the Alaska roll which made 
me look like I knew what I was doing. You 
know what they say: if you're good in the 
eats, you're good in the sheets. 

2. Make your mental breaks physical. 

I used to count a break as sitting and 
mindlessly scrolling on Facebook (time I 
wish I could desperately get back). Now 
when I take breaks I get up and walk around 
the block, leaving my phone behind. I do 
this and try to clear my mind, seeing where 
it goes when it's free. It's a nice way to help 
prioritize and it helps me actually feel re- 
freshed (which is the point of break). 

1. Let that shit go. 

Earlier in the year, someone broke into 
my car and stole my sunglasses, the only 
thing I owned that could be labeled *expen- 
sive." It took me a few weeks, but I had to 
learn to let it go because I was not going to 
get them back; it was out of my control. But 
what I could control is whether or not I was 
going to waste time hating that person. My 
sunglasses? Maybe. My time? Eff you! So, if 
something bad happens to you out of your 
control, let it be water off the duck's back 
and just keep moving. м 
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insurance 
A Herison Agency, LLC Program 
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Ron Strychar, President 


© 952.914.7185 
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€ connectedinsure.com 


Business and Personal 
Insurance Solutions 


Bondanza 


MICHAEL BONDANZA 


American Artist Event 
Thursday, Dec. 8th & Friday, Dec. 9th 


Best Selection Of The Year 


Remarkable Special Pricing 


Shown: 18kt Gold and Platinum Bracelets 


SCHEHERAZADE JEWELERS 


Galleria * 69th & France * Edina 
952.926.2455 • sjewelers.com 
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Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Gay for Good's mission is to mobilize 
and energize the LGBTQA community to 
interact with the greater state of Minnesota 
by volunteering with various social, environ- 
mental, and other service projects. Simply put, 
their greatest goal is to do good and be good. 
Co-founders Beth Mejia and Creg Schumann 
define the work the organization does as creat- 
ing opportunities to transform the Minnesota 
community. They say that by creating a series 
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COMMUNITY 


GAY FOR GOOD 


TWIN CITIES 


of opportunities for both LGBTQ and allied 
people to come together in the service of the 
community, true transformation is possible. 
“When we are able to create highly mobile and 
engaged groups of volunteers who are deeply 
invested in addressing the pressing issues of 
our time, only then can we truly create a path 
to a better society,” they say. “Through each 
project, through the work of our incredible vol- 
unteers, we continue to grow and we envision 


AWARDS 


a world where volunteering to make the world 
a better place becomes not something to be 
celebrated but rather is simply a part of being 
and doing good. In the future, we see complet- 
ing volunteer projects beyond the Twin Cities 
in Greater Minnesota and are looking for ways 
to partner with organizations in a variety of 
locations that need us.” 
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Never Allow A Window Salesman In Your Home 


Z 
* No Pushy Salesman f 


relax... 
n Your Home 


window quotes in 
+ Lifetime Glass | ОАО 5 minutes! 
Breakage Warranty I 


* No Down Payment 


* No Pricing Games, Fake 
Discounts, or Price Drops 


TWIN CITIES 


(763) 286-6871 | ZenWindowsTwinCities.com 


Receive a free 


SJ Gift Certificate 


with every purchase of a 


Š А br? —. EHINGER SCHWARZ 1876 
100 eit certificate NOW OPEN 
BRING IN THIS AD FOR $50 OFF OF YOUR PURCHASE OF $250 OR MORE 


Certificates valid after the first of the year. 
Interchangeable fine jewelry in gold, silver, stainless steel, gemstones and pearls lets you be 651.330.0545 


your own designer. From a ring to a necklace to a bracelet, combined with centerpieces and feed te, ae al Е 
discs, the possibilities are endless. VW RIS райсот 


MERCURY 


BUR 


IN TOWN FROM THE GROUND UP Breakfast - Lunch - Happy Hour - Dinner - Late Night 


3 7 DAYS A WEEK, 


` TWICE A DAY! 
№ 505 Marquette Ave. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


EC. : 


"WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY 612-728-1111 MercuryMPLS.com 
242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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Staff (left to right, back row): Lisa Stratton, Co-Founder and Senior Counsel; Megan Peterson, Executive Director; Kristin Johnson, Litigation Assistant/Intake and Communications 
Coordinator; (left to right, front row) Christy Hall, Staff Attorney; Jill Gaulding, Co-Founder and Senior Counsel; Gaonou Vang, New Sector Alliance Fellow. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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now taking rezzies for NYEve - call today! 
see website for menu 


lunch, dinner, cocktails daily + sat & sun brunch 
northeast тріѕ + on the river 
2124 marshall st * 612-789-0333 
www.The-Sample-Room.com 


612-332-0559 PARK “SIDE 


WWW.PARKSIDEDENTALPC.COM 
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COME EXPLORE LONGFELLOW WITH A COFFEE FROM FIREROAST 


GLBT OWNED/OPERATED, FOSTERING GLBT ARTISTS 
3800 37TH AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS ° (612) 724-9895 ° WWW.FIREROASTCAFE.COM 


- Come Visit Our Cafe! 


Serving Coffee e Espresso e Bakery & Deli 
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Though Grant Meidal’s day job is with 
Whole Foods Market corporate, he spends his 
time building community from the inside out, 
gathering GLBT folk around common interests 
and loves. He facilitated Fathers Group MN 
for three years, a support group for men who 
married women and had kids before address- 
ing their sexuality and beginning the path to 
authenticity. He also created Boys & Brews, a 
meet up for GBTQ and allied men. “I came out 


of the closet after a 29-year marriage and four 
kids," he says. "It took courage I didn't know I 
had, and support from others who understood. 
My story is a lot like others’, so I get involved 
to help make the journey more joyful. It's a 
very hard road with no guarantees. I'm there 
because we need each other." He credits the in- 
credible support found here in the Twin Cities 
and the fathers group (which has been around 
for 30 years) for helping him grow. 
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THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


liso Оһо BA Law 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, 
The Aliveness Project, Prime Timers MSP, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC 


December 1-15 
15% Off 3-5 Bottles" 
20% Off 6-11 Bottles" 
25% Off 12+ Bottles" 


“Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


Champagne 
blowout 


December 26-31 
15% Off 3-5 Bottles* 
25% ОН 6+ Bottles" 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, and/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


Š 99; 


lakeside 
WINE 


+SPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd | Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 
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CHUCK PETERSON 


Organizational Involvement 


Currently serving as executive director of 
Clare Housing, Chuck Peterson has a 25-year 
history with HIV/AIDS service organizations. 
Peterson works with a team of advocates and 
caring professions who provide support and 
care to nearly 200 people living with HIV each 
year. "Much of my work focuses on advocating 
for equitable access to housing and health care 
for those in our community who are low-income 
and experiencing homelessness," he says. Clare 
Housing believes that housing and health care 
are human rights and that no one should be 
denied housing or health care based on income, 
sexual orientation, criminal background, or 
other discriminatory characteristics. “Му hope 
is our collective work will reduce the stigma 
many still experience today and all people living 


with HIV in Minnesota will have a place to call 
home and access to health care and critical sup- 
ports,” Peterson adds. “I lost my best friend to 
AIDS-related complications many years ago. It 
impacted me deeply, and started me down this 
path. There are many in our community who 
have grown up after the worst of the AIDS crisis 
abated. For many of them, HIV/AIDS is a prob- 
lem that's been solved. They couldn't be more 
wrong. HIV/AIDS is not over. Medical treat- 
ments are effective, but they are not accessible 
to all. Stigma still prevents many from getting 
diagnosed in the first place. Three decades ago 
we started this work, we fought hard for the 
rights of people living with HIV. I do this work 
to continue that fight." 
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CHERYL REEVE 


am 4 


Fighting for gender equality has become her team have worked hard to show apprecia- of society. And the WNBA is so much more than 
head coach Cheryl Reeve's calling, in addition to tion for their LGBT fans. Long before the league basketball. I applaud and stand with the WNBA 
the Lynx's quest for a WNBA title repeat. Wheth- announced a marketing plan directed toward and CoverGirl [a co-sponsor of the initiative] 
er on social media, in private conversations or at the LGBT community, Reeve and the Lynx have in this very important platform promoting ac- 
large speaking engagements, Reeve passionately been working with LGBT advocacy groups for ceptance and inclusion." With her commitment 
advocates for greater media coverage of women's years and have hosted their own Pride games. to the LGBTA community as well as her team, 
sports, better pay in the workplace and more The team also has a booth at the Twin Cities it's no wonder Reeve was named the 2016 WNBA 
willingness from “decision-makers” to ignore Gay Pride Festival, where it hands out informa- Coach of the Year for a second time, having 
traditional stereotypes. She uses her platform to tion and sells merchandise. In a statement about previously done so in 2011. 


à highlight and promote acceptance and inclusion. the league's efforts to reach out to the LGBT 
wes Both on the court and in the stands, Reeve and community, Reeve said, “Sports are a microcosm 
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TFRIDAY OFEVERY MONTH 


.* GAY90S.COM 


VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE MUSIC. 
THECURRENT.ORG 


JUKEBOX ° VIDEO GAMES ° 756 POOL TABLES ° PINBALL 
DARTS ° PULL TABS ° ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 3 PM-2 AM ° SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 


Singles Pool ^. 
TOURNAMENT = 


АМТС. Sunday, December 18 ° 4 PM ç 


612.238.4444 damico.com 


Comfort Food 


Dine In ° Take Out: TEES 


PIZZA & PASTA / 
GOOD FOR ALL SEASONS f 


HAPPY 
HOURS 
g 1080 
И 8:00-10:00рм 


NEVER А COVER CHARGE 


PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952 
19 W. 15TH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS • (612) 871-5553 ° FACEBOOK.COM/THET9BAR 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Genghis Khan and the Quest for God 


How the World's Greatest Conqueror 
Gave Us Religious Freedom 


Genghis Khan was a self-made man. In fact, for the first seven chapters 
of Weatherford's fascinating biography, he was not the Great Khan, but sim- 
ply Temujin, born in 1162 to the warrior Yesugei and his stolen wife, Hoelun. 

“Much of what we know about Genghis Khan's early life," explains 
Weatherford, “comes from a document known as The Secret History of the 
Mongols, composed two years after his death." Written in code and hidden 
away, it was found in the 19th century and decoded only in the 20th. 

After Yesugei was murdered, the history runs, his two wives and their 
children were not allowed to worship the ancestors, and were driven out 
onto the steppe to die. But they survived, and Temujin stepped onto his 
warrior path, bringing the people of the steppe under his rule. 

In 1206, he took a new name (“Chinggas,” or “Genghis”) for himself 
and “Mongol,” for his nation and people, never explaining the reason for 
or meaning of this word. Secrets, he realized, are part of the power of 
knowledge. As lord of millions who practiced myriad religions, Genghis 
Khan became fascinated by the power that religion held, and determined 
to enlist that power on behalf of his empire. 

Rather than attempting to unite the various religions, he sought specifi- 
cally to keep diversity. By placing men of different religions and ethnicities 
in various groups, he could utilize their unique skills while preventing any 
one religion from gaining ascendancy and therefore maintain tighter con- 
trol. Weatherford stresses that Genghis Khan was by no means offering 
his people political freedom, “but offering instead protection, stability, and 
total religious freedom" uniquely for the individual. 

As presented by Weatherford, Genghis Khan was not so much quest- 
ing for a personal god, which he had earlier found in the pure winds and 
sacred waters, shining light and snows of the mountains, but “had clear 
motivations for his religious policies." At his death in August 1228, he 
was returned to his mountain, Burkhan Khaldun. There was no tomb or 
mausoleum, no new religion; Genghis Khan died a Mongol. 

Weatherford found his inspiration for this book while writing his 
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World (2004) on Edward 
Gibbon's The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776- 
89). Gibbon, who himself had been variously Catholic, Protestant, and 
Deist, had found that Americans, particularly Thomas Jefferson, looked 
to offer citizens a total religious freedom and a complete separation of 
church and state. After much study, Gibbon had also concluded that in 
the matter of handling god and politics, one leader had stood above all 
others: Genghis Khan. 

Weatherford embarked on this volume in an effort to link Jefferson 
and Genghis Khan, and he came this close. Jefferson had read and re- 
read, both in the original French and English, Francois Pétis dela Croix's 
The History of Genghizcan the Great, First Emperor of the Ancient Mongols 
and Tartars (1710), and had given multiple copies as gifts. In this vol- 
ume he found the text of the Mongolian Law of Religious Freedom, from 
which he gleaned, reports Weatherford, that “religious freedom was an 
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individual right, not a prerogative of the church." 

But did Genghis Khan "give" us religious freedom? The author con- 
cedes that Jefferson had embraced the idea before reading de la Croix's 
biography, but that what he found in Genghis Khan's words was a spe- 
cific way to translate the desire for religious freedom into law. 

Jefferson, like Genghis Khan, was a quester; he studied religions, 
owned a Quran, and ruthlessly pruned his Bible down to what he be- 
lieved was the true philosophy of Jesus. The two might well be in con- 
cord across the centuries. The Great Khan never converted to any of the 
many existing religions, pointing out that none of them had saved their 
peoples' countries from him, and asking, "Why should I descend from 
lofty trees to enter a dark valley?" Some 500 years later Thomas Jeffer- 
son wrote, “I am of a sect by myself as far as I know." 

Weatherford has written an eminently readable and exhaustively 
researched biography illuminating unknown aspects of Genghis Khan 
while raising questions about power and religion with which we still 
struggle today. ш 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


The Best of 2016 


This year, I was able to bring a lot of great vehicles for you to read 
about here in Lavender magazine. It was a heck of a lot of work, but 
worth it. I hope you have read through the “Ride Reviews" and enjoyed 
our two automobile-themed issues we published this year. 

There is one more task to accomplish. Every year, I have the arduous 
task of picking the best of the best of the year. Considering the vehicles that 
have been presented to you in these pages, selecting this year's “best” was a 


difficult task to accomplish. There had been 20 vehicles reviewed in Laven- 
der throughout 2016. АП of these vehicles had their own stories {9 јер; sales 
redemption, new engineering and design, new performance options, and ad- 
vanced connectivity and safety technology. Among these were icons of the 
automotive realm, leaving their legacies behind for their owners and fans. 

Of icons and everyday vehicles, which ones are the best amongst 
these “Ride Reviews"? Let's pick ten, shall we? 


AUDI TT 

At its finest, Audi can still make memories 
out of great designs and engineering. The TT 
is accessible and quite the driving experience. 
It is a coupe at its purest, though equipped 
with Audi's latest advances, such as the Virtual 
Cockpit combining instrumentation and info- 
tainment. With the turbocharged 2.0-liter en- 
gine, you can feel it run through its lightweight 
body. This is an Audi for enthusiasts who want 
the feel of a pure sports machine. 
DODCE CHARCER 

How can anyone ignore the sound and fury 
of 485 horsepower piped loudly through its ex- 
haust? How can you ignore the rumble and the 
authority of this HEMFpowered, SRT-infused 
machine? The Charger we tested wore Plum 


Crazy paint; the car itself is absolutely that. A 
practical four-door with a hammer under the 
hood. You can get this with a sledgehammer, 
the SRT Hellcat with its 6.2-liter supercharged 
V8 engine and its 707 horsepower rating. We 
think the “392” is more than enough for this car. 
HONDA CIVIC 

The newest version of this popular compact 
car is becoming the best one ever. Its advanced 
design, combined with a new turbocharged 
engine, advanced interior design, and engi- 
neering, along with active safety features, are 
all part of an equation that has brought Honda 
customers back to this car. Civics have been 
just mere reliable cars for everyday drivers. 
This one will bring even more people to the 
charms of its new era. 


MINI CLUBMAN 

This MINI may be a bit Maxi, but it still 
embodies all of the good things the brand has 
to offer. A lower center of gravity has been en- 
hanced with a longer wheelbase for more in- 
terior space and access. A new set of engines 
give owners a choice of the kind of perfor- 
mance and economy they want. It is also one 
of the most customizable vehicles you can get 
at a dealership. For being the most practical 
MINI ever, it is also the most fun you can get 
in one, next to the Hardtops. 
MITSUBISHI LANCER EVOLUTION 

We said goodbye to a hero. The Evo starred 
in a film series that engaged a generation of car 
enthusiasts to its charms. It is all power, a big 
turbocharger, and all-wheel drive. This beast 


Honda Civic 
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RIDE REVIEW 


4 
Mitsubishi Lancer Revolution 


is untamable, which makes it desirable. The 
world has changed again with new contenders 
filling in for this master of all sport compacts. 
Still, people want an Evo. They want the un- 
tamed power of a big turbo, all-wheel drive and 
astounding driving dynamics. 
NISSAN MAXIMA 

Nissan defined the big sedan decades ago 
when it was touted as the “Four-door Sports 
Car.” Generations later, Nissan went back to 
the drawing board and recaptured that feeling 
in a class that seems to be losing customers. 
However, it is a charming big sedan, full of 
performance, comfort, and style. Nissan’s re- 
sponse was to add more available active safety 
to go along with its new design. The result is a 
new attraction at the Nissan showrooms. 
PORSCHE 911 

An icon. А legend. A track master. We can 
go on describing what the 911 has meant for 
generations of owners and enthusiasts. In 


all, it is the experience that counts. The car 
evolved over time, but the formula has not 
changed: a rear-mounted, horizontally op- 
posed, six-cylinder engine and a shape that 
has stayed the same. Everything else is just 
additions to the legend. The result has not 
changed, either: one of the greatest driving 
experiences in the world. 
TOYOTA PRIUS 

As much as our community loved these pio- 
neers of the hybrid car genre, it has never been 
loved by anyone else. Yet, Toyota went on to 
create a polarizing design to hide the best-driv- 
ing hybrid ever. This new Prius is more com- 
fortable to drive, more engaging with its new 
rear independent double wishbone suspension 
and more advanced with active safety features 
and better aerodynamics. This may change the 
way we see the Prius once and for all. 
VOLKSWACEN BEETLE DUNE 

Shaped like the icons that once ruled the 


Porsche 911 


planet since the end of World War II, this new 
Beetle offers sportiness and value for its own- 
ers. Yet Volkswagen felt the car needed more 
pizzazz! It needed a reminder of what the old 
Beetle had done for the youth of the 1960s and 
1970s. The Dune is that reminder of when dune 
buggies and Baja Bugs were the coolest cars 
around to have. This cool Beetle was a fun car 
to drive around in, for sure! 
VOLVO XC60 

The renaissance of Volvo is underway with 
new products designed to engage and luxuri- 
ate their owners. While the new products shine 
in their showrooms, the XC60 continues to at- 
tract both traditional and new Volvo owners to 
its charms. The practicality and capability has 
been enhanced by the addition of the Drive-E 
engine line to all of its models, including the 
turbocharged and supercharged version found 
on our tester. That is why you find a lot of these 
Volvos in our area. № 


Volvo.XC60. | 
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1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 
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@biggaynews 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed 
Harmony Spiritual. Ordained minister, 
wedding and event planning, premarital 
planning, Flower of Life Meditational 
Workshops. [715] 475-8268, www.blessed 
harmonyspiritualservices.com. 


SEEKING EMPLOYMENT 


Certified caregiver - 25 years experience. 
Caring dedicated honest. Will care for 
your elderly/loved one, assist with meds, 
personal care, meals, light housekeeping. 
Referencess upon request. Call, (754) 207- 
9822. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Is day to day tension & stress making you 
a pain to be around? Let's work together 
to relieve your stress & achieve relaxation 
through massage. Reverent Massage by 
Tony. (612) 326-0518 for rates & availability. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send cover letter & resume to: barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 


Take the 1st step & call 
the nation's 1st, exclusive, 
LGBTQ« treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. 
952-934-7554 


THOUGHTFUL 


FINANCIAL PLANNING 


Timothy J. LaPean, CFP®, ADPA® 
(612) 460-7355 


Timothy @thoughtfulfp.com ME e 
A a P Objectiue aduice instead oj 
ThoughtfulFinancialPlanning.com Ноа d 


ATTORNEYS 


GUN SHOPS 


Wills, Estates and Trusts 
Integrity and Compassion 
Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
ane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
n * 952-232-6465 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, MN + 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


@s)ereen res 


LOCATED RIGHT IN WHITTIER! 
SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS. 


LaMettry's ` 


Collision, Glass and More! 


1-888-898-0016 LAMETTRYS.COM 
- 8 locations - Free estimates 
- Locally & family owned 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
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Central Medical Pain & 
Addiction Clinic 


(651) 644-6002 


Ta help you with: 

* Meth Addiction 

* Alcoholism 

* Opiate Dependency 

* Chronic Pain 

* Hormone Replacement Therapy 


393 North Dunlap Street, LL34, St. Paul, MN 55104 
www.centralmedicalmn.com 


HOME SERVICES 


Pro Home Renovating 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


саз 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


inc. 
H's that easy 


Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency 


612-888-8МАР (7627) 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAR 
CARPENTRY * KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease ` 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


~ 


Serving you for 100 years! zsixce 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


AS 


e 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


PAINTERS 


New TownExteriors.com | 952.220.4867 
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EXCELLENCE IN ALL WE Do For You 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE 


ew StateFarm № 


Davina Baldwin 
№ Ñ 


www.davinabaldwin.com 

763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 

davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


An exceptional COMMUNITY 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


ЁД FARMERS 


INSURANCE 


REAL ESTATE 


i d 


rr BURNET 


Making Dreams Come Home*'| 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 an 


Anita C. Hill 


Meeting your Twin City Metro 
real estate needs: single family, 
town homes, condos, lots, land. 


651-707-6408 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 


TAX SERVICES 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 

Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 

RORTax.com Я : 
Denise Nix 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


Advertise your business in 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


This is How lll 
Remember 2016 


Lost lives. 

Lost chances. 

Lost hopes. 

I could end right here and would have said 
all that's needed. Still, there is always more to 
say. That's especially true with the new nor- 
mal of Trump-Pence, where fear abounds and 
compassion lacks. 

Fifty years from now — assuming we 
make it that long as a civilization — histori- 
ans will look back at 2016 and wonder how 
it could be that a country which had been on 
track to eventually get things right relative to 
race, gender, foreign-born status and GLBT 
people could have gotten itself so complete- 
ly derailed. No doubt, they'll see this year's 
presidential election as a watershed moment. 

My question to those future historians: 
what the hell kind of watershed moment 
was it? How do you go from electing a kind, 
compassionate (there's that word again), 
bookish-brilliant black president to electing 
a race-baiting, misogynistic white narcissist 
who doesn't read? 

'Think of how optimistic we were back in 
January. The Republicans were fighting with 
each other; Donald Trump still wore the “fool” 
moniker; and we Dems had an old dude named 
Bernie who ignited imagination and passion 
about how things actually could be different 
for those in the bottom 47 percent. For Hillary 
supporters, the phrases "emails" and "private 
server" were still relatively benign. 

As we made our way through the year, we 
began to lose people and things: presidential 
candidates, Democratic National Committee 
emails, and a whole lot of bright lines about 
what was acceptable in politics and civil dis- 
course and what was not. And the losing 
continued. Big time. In June, we lost 49 won- 
derful humans in Orlando to a madman who 
harbored a distorted view of Islam and who 
suffered from repressed homosexuality. In 
July, Minnesota lost Philando Castile; a “kind, 
gentle soul," they called him “Мг. Phil" at the 
elementary school where he worked. 

In the early morning hours of Nov. 9, we 
lost our chance to go forward as a country. 
Now, we're trying our best to keep what we — 
that is, what we GLBT folks, people of color, 
persons born in some foreign land, and anyone 
else who isn't straight, white, cisgender, and 
angry — have gained in the last eight years. 

Yet, in our collective heart of hearts, we 
know the next four years won't really be 


about preservation or keeping. Instead, it'll 
be all about measuring how much we'll lose. 

For trans persons, the future will include 
new states enacting *bathroom bills." In 2017 
and onward, how many more young trans 
teens and adults will we lose to suicide be- 
cause they feel as if they don't matter? 

We'll lose other people as well, to a gov- 
ernment that will be preoccupied with throw- 
ing out those who've come here simply for a 
better, safer life. 

Think about being the 14-year-old kid 
born here but whose criminal record-free 
Mexican parents came to the United States 
illegally 20 years ago. Imagine the fear: that 
someday he/she will come home at the end 
of a school day to find the front door wide 
open, maybe even busted down, with parents 
nowhere to be seen. 

Try to imagine being that kid. How many 
millions of kids will carry that fear for god 
knows how long into the future? 

2016 was also the year that as a country, we 
gave in to what we vowed we'd never become: 
a place where fear and labeling become the 
defining factors in how we treat each other. 
Mexican rapist. Radical Islamist. Professional 
protester. Trump supporter. Hillary voter. 

Forget about the Constitution or majority 
rule. You might as well also throw out any 
notion that *it could never happen here" too. 
Because we're at great risk of it happening. 

I find myself wondering what the Ger- 
man people thought in 1933 as Hitler came 
to power. Were they all consciously willing 
to lose so much in order to feel safe? Or in- 
stead, did it sneak up on them, one SS goose 
step at a time? 

Pivoting away from Debby Downer, I 
regained something key in 2016: two dear 
friends (who became distant when I transi- 
tioned genders) re-entered my life. We rec- 
onciled over breakfast at a Boston restaurant 
in late September and I'll be eternally grateful 
for their acceptance of me as Ellie. Finally, 
let me end with grit. I believe in grit. We who 
reside along the GLBT spectrum have enor- 
mous reservoirs of grit, far more than most 
of us realize. We'll need to tap into that grit in 
the coming months and years. As long as we 
do that — and as long as we stand together 
and have each other's back — I'm confident 
we'll get through whatever the coming years 
throw at us. Really. I'm very optimistic in that 
way. Bring оп 2017. в 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families for Minnesota's 
Waiting Children, providing pre/ 
post adoption services to all 
Minnesota adoptive families. 
777 Raymond Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and 
safety in times of need. 

AOA S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 340-7500 


www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


MN AIDS Project - AIDS Line 
Statewide referral service for HIV 
information & resources including 
testing, care services, education 
around PrEP. 

2700 Territorial Rd. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Metro: (612) 373-AIDS, 
Statewide: (800) 248-AIDS 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
http://www.mnaidsproject.org 


48 | LAVENDER | DECEMBER 8-21, 2016 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


U of MN HIV Research 
Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in 
research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build & partner for a diverse 
business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts 
Education middle school focused 
on diversity, inclusion, and student 
success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 


crosswindsmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion 
located just south of downtown 
Minneapolis for private or 
corporate entertaining. 

2115 Stevens Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 870-1662 


www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gdi-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at 
the Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596.9518 

www. 
municipalbuildingcommission.org/ 
Events. html 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Clinic 555, St. Paul 


Confidential, low cost sexual 
health clinic in downtown St. Paul. 
Now offering PReP services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 
https://www.ramseycounty.us/ 
residents/health-medical/clinics- 
services/sexual-reproductive-health 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health services to meet your 
needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) 

Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people 
affected by mental illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 
Free admission every day. 
Located on the Green Line. 
Contemporary and early 
American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 
Radio K 770 


Radio К is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
CANTUS 


"The premier men's vocal 
ensemble in the United States." - 
Fanfare Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and 
New Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live 
entertainment: Broadway shows, 
music concerts, 

comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the 
Llynlake neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 822-7063 


JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 
Enriching, inspiring and serving 
our community as a symphony 
orchestra internationally 
recognized for artistic excellence. 
1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, 
performance, and academics. 
84 Church St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 
World-class opera draws you 
into a synthesis of beauty; 
breathtaking music, stunning 
costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
620 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Park Square Theatre 
Theatre for your heart, mind and 
soul 

on two stages, next to dining and 
jazz. 

Historic Hamm Building 

20 W. 7th Pl. / 408 St. Peter St. 
St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus 

An award-winning chorus that 
builds community through music 
and offers entertainment worth 
coming out forl 

528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 
Delivering programs/services in 
the area of public policy, anti- 
violence, education, training and 
law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 
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PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest 
national Pride celebration seeks 
sponsors, volunteers, board 
members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 
402-7 

Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association 
of the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) 

Exploring the promise of God 
for all. 

333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and 
proclaiming God's YES to all. 
4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis 

A tradition of forward-thinking 
humanism at home in the here and 
now. 

900 Mt. Curve 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 377-6608 


www. firstunitarian .org 


First Christian Church 

Come explore, be curious, and 
ask questions... a place where ALL 
are truly welcome. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures 
and empowers hungry minds and 
souls. 

1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 


www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Cathedral 

inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes yov. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A thoughtful, gracious faith 
community welcoming all people. 
Sunday Worship 10am. Child 
Care, Sunday School. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The "Great Minnesota Get- 
Together" provides a world-class 
showcase that is innovative, 
entertaining and fun. 

1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 
4-DULUTH 

www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


A FEW WORDS | BY PATRICK BOLAND 


Christmas Eve 


Christmas and the holiday season should be the happiest time of the 
whole year: the entire family gathered together, group activities, snow, 
the scent of pine, warm gingerbread. 

Christmas always seemed like love incarnate to me, which is why 
when I perused my old journal this past month, I was startled to see the 
following entry. I could attempt to explain it, justify it, or write it off. But 
know only that I wrote this on Christmas Eve my junior year of college, 
three weeks after admitting to myself I loved other men. At this time, 
only two other people knew. 

Itis a collage of my worst memories: 

Friday, Dec. 24, 2010 

Another wave whispers quietly up the beach and lays soft, cold kisses 
on my feet. The sky glows like a burning rainbow, streaked with dark 
blue strips of old wallpaper. A heart lays drawn on the ground as I pass. 
When I return, it has already been nearly washed away. A young man 
lunges to catch a frisbee thrown by his father's deft hand. My mother 
walks next to me. Words are shared, but I am absent. Even with the 
company, I feel only an aching loneliness. 

Walking in a sea of people. Screams from twisted metal, shrieks of joy. 
The acrid scent of garbage and warm, carb-loaded fat tinges my nostrils. I 
can feel the warm asphalt through my sandals. My feelings repulse me. I 
feel the need to void my stomach. My brow remains furrowed, though my 
smile still shines quick and frequent. My face will not betray me. 

Another beach, this time at night. The sand feels chunky and damp 
and sucks at my feet. When I walk along the area of the receding tide, 
I feel that soft, sagging feeling of the just-moistened ground. Each foot- 
step makes a soft sigh as it presses into the ground, and an echo as it 
leaves. The beach lies desolate but for the stars and the heavy boulders 
that tinge its borders. Why won't someone come? My prayers spread 
outward and are lost in the ocean's depths. 

Sitting against a wall. My brain feels fuzzy and I feel that loose-limbed 
numbness. [ can still taste the whiskey оп my breath. “Раф, you look like 
you're going to cry." A laugh, a joke, another deflection. A movement 
toward the bathroom. That reflection in the mirror. Despair covers me 
like a cloud. Washing my face in that cream-colored basin, the burbling 
of the water buries the sobs. The water stops. I smile at myself, my prac- 


ticed eyes crinkle at the edges. The master actor walks out while his soul 
lies in the salty torrent that slowly spills down the drain. 

I keep trying so hard. I push my mind harder and harder. You can 
do it, if you just try hard enough, you can do it. I lie beneath my covers in 
that alien place, beneath that breathless and pine-scented air. I eventu- 
ally make my way down the bunk, slipping into the bathroom. I stare in 
the mirror, I sit on the toilet, on the edge of the bathtub. Eventually, my 
task wearies me. The defeat has taken me to the brink. I crawl into that 
porcelain womb and sob into my arms. 

That strange, frenzied flight. The now-unfamiliar scents of home. The 
dirt and grime of a few days lying caked on my body. Into the shower, 
as always, the one solitude in a crowded life. The water pours over me. 
І remember the sunburn, the snowcones, the scent of chlorine, the feel- 
ing of wet swim trunks, the bite of my first liberal curse words still giving 
me the hungering taste of blood on my tongue, the deft movements of 
a tennis racket, the dimpled surface of a basketball, a leather armchair, 
sleeping forms, a simple statement that in its brevity haunts my mind. 
The memories pour over me with the torrent of water. Why is it all lost? 
I cannot keep it. I cry as though I have lost God, himself. 

Why? Why? The chimes sing, but their song burns my skin. The bit- 
ter wind refuses to calm the fire that spins and spirals down my limbs. 
My heart lies lanced with an agonizing pain. Why? I cannot even cry. 

All breaks in a numbness of years. The flatness of most of it haunts 
worse than the canyons of my pains. The most meaningful moments 
might seem familiar; I have rewritten them many times in my mind. I 
often speak of thunder, of echoes, of shrieks and cries, of music in still- 
ness. Yet so much of my life has been a rushed exhalation of air, a grasp- 
ing of desperate fingers, a soul spreading outward in a spiral of lights... 

Yet, the silent tears pool in nothingness. I beat at the waters. There 
are no ripples. The obsidian surface shows no reflection. 

There is only a silence so terrible that there is no scream. B 


You can follow Patrick Boland on Instagram (dpatrickjboland0 and оп 
Facebook - patrick.boland.146. You can also subscribe to his blog at 
www.patrickjamesboland.com, which gives weekly ‘homework’ assignments 
on finding health, wealth, and happiness. He can be reached by e-mail at 
patrickjbolandÜ(agmail.com. 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


POR RODRO 


AQUE МА’ ГА >) 
GUO MORALINA ? 
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What will the moralizing hand say? 
Que dira la main moralisatrice? 


You're all faggots! 
Tous des tapettes! 


SEASON'S 
REETINGS 


мы AN Е 
*HAPPY NEW YEAR* 


"GET HER WHAT SHE 
REALLY WANTS 


"Guys, | with real jewelry, everybody wins. Shop our exclusive Toyland 
Collection with hundreds of easy, affordable gifts for every woman 
| on your list and for the men in your life. 


ShaneCo.com/Toyland 


- Your friend in the. 
„jewelry; business. 
| "MINNETONKA: А ANOOBRURY ; 
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